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AS NATIONAL TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK IS OBSERVED OCT. 19-25, 2014,
VSP WELCOMES YOVASO PROGRAM TO DEPARTMENT 

[image: ]RICHMOND – As of Oct. 1, 2014, YOVASO (Youth of Virginia Speak Out) a statewide program developed to increase teen driver safety and reduce fatalities, is now under the direction of the Virginia State Police. Developed in 2001, YOVASO is a free, peer-to-peer based outreach program with safe driving clubs in middle and high schools throughout Virginia with a focus on educating teens to avoid unsafe driving behaviors. The grant-funded program, previously managed by the Virginia State Police Association (VSPA), expanded statewide in 2007 under the VSPA’s guidance.

“We are thrilled to continue our relationship with our state police partners in this new role,” said Mary King, Program Director of YOVASO. “This will be seamless as troopers have been actively involved for years through the VSPA in our student clubs, retreats and educational programs. This transition means they will continue to provide their knowledge and traffic safety expertise to YOVASO in order to help Virginia’s teens avoid the pitfalls of dangerous driving behaviors.” 

Funding for the YOVASO grant is provided by the Highway Safety Office of the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles. For more information about YOVASO, visit http://www.yovaso.org.

“We are proud to partner and oversee this valuable, life-saving program,” adds Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “YOVASO’s mission is to support young people through education, empowerment and encouragement so they can become smart, safe drivers. This partnership is a win-win and will only enhance both our efforts as we work to prevent crashes, injuries and fatalities involving our teens.”

2014 National Teen Driver Safety Week
With the management of the YOVASO program underway, State Police encourage all parents of teen drivers to set the rules before their teens begin driving on the roads. Motor vehicle crashes are the number one cause of death for U.S. teens between the ages of 14 through 18. In 2012, there were 2,055 teen drivers involved in fatal crashes of which 42 percent were teen drivers.* In Virginia, 64 teens between the ages of 16-20 have been killed statewide in motor vehicle crashes in 2013 compared to 83 teens in 2012.** 

During the 2014 National Teen Driver Safety Week (Oct. 19-25), the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is re-launching the “5 to Drive” campaign to help parents talk with their teenagers about the five most dangerous behaviors young drivers face. The “5 to Drive” campaign includes:
· No Drinking and Driving
· Buckle Up. Every Trip. Every Time. Front and Back
· Put it Down. One Text or Call Could Wreck It All
· Stop Speeding Before It Stops You
· No More Than One Passenger at a Time

For more information about the “5 to Drive” campaign, visit www.safercar.gov/parents.
*National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
**Virginia Highway Safety Office, DMV
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