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GRADUATION IS EARLY HOLIDAY GIFT FOR THE 120TH BASIC SESSION 
New Troopers Patrol Virginia Roads Starting Christmas Week 

RICHMOND – With the end of the 2013 quickly approaching, the Virginia State Police celebrates the addition of 80 new troopers to its ranks Friday, Dec. 20, 2013. Commencement exercises for the 120th Basic Session begin at 10 a.m. at Meadow Event Park in Caroline County. 

The graduating troopers come from every corner of the Commonwealth, as well as Michigan, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. Many in the class sought out the Virginia State Police because “I like doing a job I can be proud of,” and “for the opportunity to join the search and recovery team, so I can use my love of diving to help others. “

Members of the 120th Basic Session are the first class to be re-introduced to the “Probate Phase.” The probate phase, which allows recruits to train in the field prior to attending the Academy, was commonplace in the Department for all incoming trooper-trainees until the 1990s. For the 120th Basic School, the reinstatement of this phase, necessitated trainees complete two and half weeks of introductory training at the Academy before being assigned to a Field Training Officer (FTO). The probate trainees then spent anywhere from four to 12 weeks in the field riding with an FTO before returning to the Academy in June to receive formal, academic instruction and extensive, advanced field training on various subjects.

“By probating in the field first, we are enriching a trainee’s perspective of the realistic demands of the law enforcement profession, while at the same time providing them with weeks of hands-on, valuable, work experience with a veteran trooper,” said Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “This transition in advance of entering the Academy familiarizes a trainee with Department terminology, forms, and state code, as well as sharpens their work skills. It also increases retention rates within a class, as the trainee develops a core understanding of the unique demands associated with being a state trooper.” 

Selected from a pool of more than 1,100 applicants, the members of the 120th Basic Session began probating February 25, 2013, and continued with 30 weeks of academic, physical and practical training at the Academy June 24, 2013. In all, the new troopers have received 1,296 hours of classroom and field instruction encompassing more than 100 different subjects. Subjects include judicial procedures, juvenile and traffic law, firearms, self-defense, crowd control and first-aid, to name a few.

Following graduation, the new troopers will report to their individual duty assignments across Virginia next week, and begin their final phase of training. Each trooper will spend an additional six weeks with a field training officer (FTO) learning his or her new patrol area.

-CONTINUE-




Prior to starting a career with the Virginia State Police, many of the new troopers served with other law enforcement agencies and/or with a branch of the military. The 120th Basic Session yields more than 34 years of previous law enforcement and corrections experience, as well as almost 119 years of previous military service. 

Individual trooper’s photos are available to the media via e-mail.
Please contact Ms. Dorothy Bernstein at Dorothy.bernstein@vsp.virginia.gov

120th BASIC GRADUATING CLASS
	NAME
	HOMETOWN
	ASSIGNMENT

	Carl James Anderson, II
	Sumerduck
	Prince William

	Michael Tyler Atkins
	Pearisburg
	Botetourt

	Adam Lee Bailey
	Virginia Beach
	Chesapeake

	Derek Alexander Bailey
	Chester
	Sussex

	Brandon Samuel Baker-Williams
	Cross Junction
	Culpeper

	Wanda Catherine Beard
	Viewtown
	Culpeper

	Sean Michael Boden
	Westbury, New York
	Loudoun

	Julian Louis Bowser
	Hampton
	York

	John Edward Bradshaw
	Randolph, New York
	Springfield

	Kenrina Katherine Brown
	Brooklyn, New York
	Fluvanna

	Patrick Robert Brozena
	Yardville, New Jersey
	Prince William

	Christopher Ryan Burch
	Sutherlin
	Bedford

	Brian Blevins Burkey
	Chester
	Prince George

	Charles William Carrico, Jr.
	Fries
	Botetourt

	Kevin Brian Carter
	Forked River, New Jersey
	Sussex

	Jonathan Daniel Cash
	Churchville
	Albemarle

	Matthew James Cavanaugh
	Alexandria
	Springfield

	Donald Rae Cox, III
	Woodstock, Illinois
	King George

	Jeremiah Lee Criner
	Galax
	Mecklenburg

	Benjamin Seth Davis
	Abingdon
	Cumberland

	William Terrell Dean, II
	Keysville
	Lunenburg

	Michael Allan DeBois
	Auburn, New York
	Chesterfield

	Kyle Shane DeHart
	Powhatan
	Powhatan

	Beverly Monique DeLoatch
	Martinsville
	Mecklenburg

	Matthew William Deus
	Rockaway, New Jersey
	Henrico

	Benson Ductan
	New York, New York
	Springfield

	Charles Lee Dunn, IV
	Dewitt
	Brunswick

	Joshua Howard Edwards
	Stuart
	Henry

	Matthew Scott Ezell
	Bracey
	Brunswick

	Joshua Tylor Fear
	Boonville, New York
	Henrico

	Aaron Patrick Flanagan
	Ashburn
	Frederick

	Chad Franklin Fulk
	Harrisonburg
	Arlington

	Von Ian Atlantis Gaines
	Suffolk
	Isle of Wight

	Mark Littleton Gardner, III
	Reidsville, North Carolina
	Mecklenburg

	
	
	

	NAME
	HOMETOWN
	ASSIGNMENT

	Seth Adam Gaultney
	Louisa
	Louisa

	Patrick Douglas Goard
	Ivanhoe
	Albemarle

	Carl Madison Greene
	Gloucester
	Mathews

	William Louis Gunn
	East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania
	Hanover

	Jeremy Bruce Hagwood
	Suffolk
	Hampton/Newport News

	Adam Hassan
	Cortlandt Manor, New York
	Arlington

	Lucas Foster Haynes
	Stoneville, North Carolina
	Brunswick

	Joseph Patrick Hylan
	Heathsville
	Westmoreland

	Sarah Lynn Jezioro
	Manassas
	Arlington

	Hector Luis Jimenez
	Bronx, New York
	Dinwiddie

	Matthew Ryan Kramer
	South Riding
	Arlington

	Matthew Ryan Leeds
	Edinburg
	Page

	Ashby Burton Marshall
	Saluda
	King and Queen

	Alain Joseph Martell
	Virginia Beach
	Chesapeake

	Cory Wayne Martin
	Ripplemead
	Buckingham

	Louis William Milyko
	Chincoteague
	Accomack

	Jared Taylor Murdoch
	Lynchburg
	Campbell

	Samuel Paul Nix
	Sullivan, Indiana
	King and Queen

	Kevin James Orr
	Delmont, Pennsylvania
	Warren

	Christopher Charles Pace
	Lakewood, New Jersey
	Sussex

	Kevin Scott Patrick
	Walworth, New York
	Louisa

	Timothy John Patrick
	Fairfax
	Arlington

	Sharon Gloria Petway
	Chesterfield
	Charles City

	Lind Bergh Pitts, III
	Norfolk
	Isle of Wight

	Arthur Clifton Price,  Jr.
	Daleville
	Botetourt

	Richard Ryan Recupero
	Boston, Massachusetts
	Henrico

	Nathaniel Lee Robinson
	Ruther Glen
	Caroline

	Matthew Edward Sabol
	Dinwiddie
	Dinwiddie

	Nathaniel Allen Seifried
	Ilion, New York
	Bedford

	Jared Robert  Short
	Lexington
	Henrico

	Terry Michael Smith, II
	Christiansburg
	Greene

	Thomas Brian Maury Spence
	Hampton
	Hampton / Newport News

	Floyd Walter Stanley, Jr.
	Unionville
	Orange

	Christopher Douglas Taylor
	Richmond
	Henrico

	Dennis Blake Taylor, Jr.
	Buena Vista
	Botetourt

	Jeffery Ray Tharpe, II
	Virginia Beach
	Hampton / Newport News

	Joseph Benjamin Thompson
	Reedville
	Northumberland

	Eric William Todd
	Gowanda, New York
	Henrico

	Vincent James Tolaro, Jr.
	Norfolk
	Southampton

	Andrew Channing Tunnell  
	Wise
	Greene

	Henry Ronald Vasquez Perez
	Falls Church
	Fluvanna

	Diego Werner Villarroel Moya
	Falls Church
	Culpeper

	Alan Michael Wampler
	Manassas
	Prince William

	Brandon David West  
	Bristow
	Prince William

	Corey Lamont Wheeler
	Fredericksburg
	Caroline

	Keith James Zalasar
	Woodbridge, New Jersey
	Stafford
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