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Media Release

 News Release No. 24
For Immediate Release:  November 21, 2013
YOUR PLACE AT THE THANKSGIVING TABLE IS RESERVED, 
BUT WILL YOU BE THERE TO ENJOY IT?
State Police Enforcement Efforts Increase, Remind Motorists to Focus on Safe Driving  
RICHMOND – Last year, 14 individuals died in 13 traffic crashes on Virginia’s highways during the Thanksgiving holiday weekend – the highest number of fatal crashes since 2009 when 16 motorists lost their lives.* With the most heavily-traveled holiday next week, the Virginia State Police are strongly encouraging motorists and their passengers to focus on safe driving behaviors. 
“Every year our goal is to have no fatalities to report from a holiday weekend, unfortunately it’s not the reality of the situation,” says Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “It’s critically important for drivers and passengers to make smart and safe choices, to include buckling up and driving distraction-free, when getting behind the wheel or riding in a vehicle. We want everyone to make it to their Thanksgiving destination and return home safely.”

Of the 14 motorists who died during the 2012 Thanksgiving holiday, 11 individuals were not wearing a seatbelt. Virginia State Police will increase patrols and traffic enforcement efforts in order to prevent traffic deaths and injuries as part of the state police’s participation in Operation C.A.R.E., an acronym for the Combined Accident Reduction Effort. Operation C.A.R.E. is a state-sponsored, national program designed to reduce crashes, fatalities and injuries caused by speeding, impaired driving and failure to use occupant restraints. Motorists can expect to see an increase in troopers throughout the Commonwealth beginning Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013, at 12:01 a.m., and continuing through midnight, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013.

During the 2012 Thanksgiving holiday, Virginia State Police troopers statewide cited 844 seat belt violations. Another 283 summonses were issued for children not being properly secured in either a child safety seat or booster seat. The 2012 Operation C.A.R.E. initiative also resulted in 10,444 speeders and 3,028 reckless drivers being stopped, and 95 drunk drivers being taken off the road and arrested. 
With the increase of emergency personnel on the highways, Virginia State Police also reminds drivers to comply with Virginia’s “Move Over” law. A life-saving law intended to protect public safety responders and others who have a responsibility to work the roads. Drivers are required to change to another travel lane or, when unable to, to cautiously pass emergency personnel stopped on the side of the road. The law also includes highway maintenance vehicles and tow trucks equipped with flashing amber lights.
Focus On Safety – Avoid Bad Driving Behavior
With traffic expected to increase on the Commonwealth’s highways, Virginia State Police encourage drivers to remember the following safety tips to ensure your trip is a safe one:
· Get plenty of sleep the night before your trip. If you are yawning repeatedly or rubbing your eyes – you could be a drowsy driver. Drowsiness/fatigue can play a role in crashes. Schedule rest breaks.

· Check your vehicle before you go: tire pressure & tread, fluid levels…etc.
· Make sure you have an emergency roadside kit.
· Avoid distractions. Put your cell phone down and drive.

· Slow down and obey the speed limit.
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