[image: image1.png]


Virginia State Police www.vsp.virginia.gov
Media Release

News Release No. 19
For Immediate Release: September 16, 2013
GUARANTEE YOUR CHILD IS BUCKLED THE RIGHT WAY, EVERY TIME
Sept. 15-21 is Child Passenger Safety Week, Sept. 21 is National Seat Check Saturday
RICHMOND – Making sure a newborn/toddler/child is correctly secured in a child safety seat is a critical responsibility for every parent, guardian and/or caregiver.  Regrettably, car crashes are a leading cause of death for children between one and thirteen years of age in the United States.* During Child Passenger Safety Week (Sept. 15-21, 2013), Virginia State Police encourages all drivers to take advantage of free car seat inspection events statewide to ensure a child seat is installed correctly and the child that rides with you is in the proper car restraint (rear-facing car seat, booster seat or seat belt).  
“Our troopers see firsthand the pain and suffering families endure following a crash when a child is not properly restrained,” said Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “As with a seatbelt, research proves car and booster seats are most effective when used and installed properly. Protect a child traveling in a vehicle by making sure they are buckled the right way, every time.”

Between Jan. 1, 2013 through Aug. 31, 2013, Virginia State Police troopers issued 4,240 summonses to drivers for child safety seat violations, thus potentially saving the lives of thousands of children in Virginia. Virginia law states that all children up to the age of 8 are required to be in a child safety or booster seat (http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ofhs/prevention/cps/laws.htm).

In 2011, more than one third of children killed in car crashes were not in car seats or wearing seat belts according to the National Highway Transportation Administration (NHTSA). Last year in Virginia, of the 2,199 fatalities and injuries suffered by children up through the age of nine, 99 were either not in a booster/child seat or were not wearing a seatbelt. **
In conjunction with Child Passenger Safety Week, National Seat Check Saturday will be held Sept. 21, 2013.  If you participate in a Child Safety Seat Installation, here are a few tips to keep in mind:
· The car seat installation experience can take 20-30 minutes depending on the car seat & vehicle.
· Parents and caregivers will be asked to complete a form prior to checking your safety seat for proper installation, fit for your child, expiration, and recalls.

· Please try to bring your child with you or know your child's current weight and height.

· Install your seat prior to your appointment by using the safety seat instructions and vehicle owner’s manual. Bring both manuals to your appointment.
For more information about statewide Safety Seat Check events near you, visit the Virginia Department of Health Web site at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ofhs/prevention/cps/permanent.htm
*National Highway Transportation Administration (NHTSA)

**DMV, Highway Safety Office
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