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VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS EXPERIENCE LIFE AS

VIRGINIA STATE POLICE TRAINEE

Junior Law Cadets Graduate Friday from State Police Academy

RICHMOND – High school students from across the Commonwealth today became the newest graduates of the Junior Law Cadet program, which is co-sponsored by the Virginia State Police and The American Legion. The 38 teenagers were presented their graduation certificates at the Virginia State Police Academy in Chesterfield County during Friday afternoon’s ceremony.

The 24th Annual Junior Law Cadet program is a weeklong training curriculum for high school students who have completed their junior year. Cadets experience a life similar to a trooper-in-training, complete with daily room inspections and instruction by state police troopers on Department operations, crime scene investigations, officer survival, undercover operations, driver improvement, scuba training, defensive tactics and firearms safety. 

As part of their training, the cadets also undergo a variety of physical agility exercises used in the Virginia State Police applicant testing process.

“The daily instruction and exercises give the young men and women a glimpse into the life and training a Virginia State trooper undergoes,” said Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Superintendent of the Virginia State Police. “It’s a valuable experience, especially for teenagers who have an interest in pursuing law enforcement as a career. More importantly, the Junior Law Cadet program is one of the best ways for our Department to make contact and build positive relationships with today’s young people.” 

The American Legion selects and sponsors the students to represent the organization’s Virginia districts. Attached is a list of all participating students and their hometowns.

Cadet Collin M. Papenfuss was selected for the Jessica J. Cheney Spirit Award. The annual award is presented in memory of Trooper Jessica J. Cheney who was the first cadet to graduate from the program and go on to become a trooper. Trooper Cheney died of injuries suffered Jan. 17, 1998, after being struck by a vehicle as she directed traffic at a crash scene on Route 1, north of Fredericksburg. The award is presented to the cadet who demonstrates the same motivation, drive and enthusiasm that Trooper Cheney displayed as a cadet.
Additional award recipients include: 

Physical Fitness Award for Female:
Cadet Taylor L. Lovelady
Physical Fitness Award for Male: 
Cadet Michael N. Short
Virginia State Trooper Counselor’s Award: 
Cadet Benjamin L. Dunn
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24th Annual Junior Law Cadets Program – Roster

Tamera Baskett – Alexandria
Nicholas Bridge – Springfield

Rachel L. Cashin – Quinton

Tyler R. Cianciotti - Madison

Tierra Cole – Lorton

Ben L. Dunn – Gretna

Roman S. Eppig - Hayes

Samuel C. Evans – Mount Crawford

Joshua Fowlkes – Dry Fork

Abigail L. Glock – Gloucester

Patric J. Graham - Hayes

Jordan W. Griggs – Fredericksburg

Hunter C. Hawkins - Hardy

Joshua T. Holley - Louisa

Bridgett D. Horrocks - Brightwood

Michael Jacquelin – Church Road

Adam L. King – Burke
Dennis Dae-Hyun Lee – Glen Allen

James M. Long IV – Franklin

Taylor L. Lovelady - Gloucester

Jack D. Meredith - Pembroke

Justin L. Mesimer - Stafford

Brian Oberschmidt – Moseley

Alex M. Palus - Hayes

Collin Papenfuss – Stafford
Seth Parker -  Keeling

Knadijah L. Payne – White Marsh
Robert Reagan – Norfolk

Cesar G. Rivera – Chesterfield

Katelyn Roach - Chatham

Joseph Salmons – Alexandria

Michael Short - Martinsville

Justin T. Smith - Eggleston

Charlie B. Stephens – Pearisburg

Allison Sullivan – Falls Church

Veronica Sullivan – Falls Church

Cody R. Terzich-Waters - Gloucester

Seth A. Vandever – Alexandria
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