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VIRGINIA STATE POLICE CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

MED-FLIGHT II PROGRAM IN SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

 Medical Evacuation Service Based in Abingdon Has Saved Numerous Lives in the Region   

ABINGDON, Va. – On Friday, June 8, 2012, Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent, and executives from the Wellmont Health System marked the 25th anniversary of the Med-Flight II program based in Abingdon, Va. A ceremony commemorating the occasion was held within the State Police Hangar at the Virginia Highlands Airport.
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The medical air evacuation program provides swift response, advanced medical care and transportation service for critically injured patients to Level One trauma centers within the region. Med-Flight II began operations Jan. 1, 1987, with a single Bell Jet Ranger helicopter and volunteer medics. Since that time, the emergency services operation has grown to include a 2011 state-of-the-art EC145 helicopter that is capable of transporting two patients and three medical personnel. 
“Twenty-five years after its inception, Med-Flight II continues to provide the necessary medical and law enforcement services critical to the needs of Southwest Virginia,” say Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “It’s value is immeasurable. The numbers clearly demonstrate the significance of this program. All you have to do is ask the hundreds of  individuals whose lives have been saved to see the true impact of this life-saving service.” 
Med-Flight II works in joint partnership with the Wellmont Health System, which provides the medical team, while the Virginia State Police supplies the trooper-pilots and helicopters. The medical air rescue program responds to incidents within a 60-mile range of its Abingdon base free of charge to patients. Last year, the Med-Flight service answered 939 calls for service and transported 550 patients. In 2010, there were 920 requests for assistance and 523 critically-injured individuals flown to area hospitals.


Presently, the state police Abingdon aviation unit includes one fixed-wing airplane, two helicopters and is staffed by five trooper-pilots and an aviation sergeant. The base is staffed 24-hours a day, seven days a week in order to respond to emergency calls.

In addition to handling medevac flights, the unit is also utilized for a variety of law enforcement purposes including searches for missing individuals, fugitives, drug surveillance and rescue missions.
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