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Media Release

News Release No. 29
For Immediate Release:  December 11, 2012
VIRGINIA STATE POLICE REMIND VIRGINIANS TO PUT SHOPPING SAFETY

ON THEIR HOLIDAY TO-DO LISTS
RICHMOND – With the holiday shopping season in full swing and Virginians scrambling to get everything done, the Virginia State Police Crime Prevention Program is reminding everyone of the importance of safeguarding one’s self and helping “crush crime” before it happens.
“The hectic pace many keep this time of year easily puts the distracted shopper at the disadvantage,” said 1st Sgt. Ron Watkins, Virginia State Police Crime Prevention Program Coordinator. “We want to remind Virginians to make safety a priority with all aspects of shopping and traveling during the holiday season.”
When shopping, try to:

· Park your car in well-lit areas. Especially keep this in mind when parking during daylight, but will be leaving a store in the dark.
· Don’t overburden yourself with packages. Trying to carry too many things to your vehicle can cause a trip hazard and/or make you an easy target for a thief. Make multiple trips to your vehicle during your shopping excursion so as to lessen your load.
· Before leaving a store, have your keys in hand for easy and immediate access to your vehicle.

· Review with young children before entering a store the importance of staying at your side at all times, to never talk or leave with strangers, and to notify a store employee if/when separated from you.

· Avoid wearing expensive jewelry or carrying large amounts of cash. If you do carry cash, then keep it in your front pocket. 

· Be extra careful if carrying a wallet or purse. They are prime targets especially in crowded shopping areas and public transportation.
· Remain alert at all times to your surroundings. Avoid talking on a cell phone while walking to your vehicle in a parking lot.
When driving, try to:

· Avoid distractions. Put down the cell phone and pay attention to traffic, which typically increases this time of year especially around shopping destinations.

· Prepare your vehicle for winter weather, especially if traveling for the holidays. Check tires, fluids, windshield wipers, and head/taillights to make sure they are all in good, working condition.

· Plan ahead for possible travel delays. Know your travel route in advance, in case the GPS fails you.
· Always buckle up your seat belt. Avoid driving fatigued. Never drive impaired by alcohol or drugs.
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