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STATE POLICE “OPERATION AIR, LAND AND SPEED” PROGRAM TARGETS ALL INTERSTATES 
First Time Safety Initiative Focuses on Virginia Interstates Simultaneously

RICHMOND – Expect to see an increase of Virginia State Police troopers along every interstate in the Commonwealth on Saturday, September 22, 2012. For the first time, the traffic safety initiative known as Operation Air, Land and Speed will target almost every interstate in the Commonwealth to include Interstates 64, 66, 85, 81 and 95 during the special enforcement operation. 

“When our visibility is increased along targeted interstates, we know drivers pay attention to obeying speed limits, drunk drivers are caught and aggressive driving is deterred,” says Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “We want motorists to have a safe driving experience while traveling in the Commonwealth, and Operation, Air, Land and Speed initiatives help allow that to happen through its heightened enforcement and patrols.”

Troopers will conduct roaming patrols and stationary radar during the 10-hour operation. The last Operation Air, Land and Speed initiative was held a month ago. During the August 2012 traffic safety initiative, the entire stretch of Interstates 81, 95, and 64 were targeted which resulted in 2,579 total summonses and arrests.

Funding for the enforcement initiative is provided through federal highway safety monies. Funds generated from summonses issued by Virginia State Police go directly to court fees and the state’s Literary Fund, which benefits public school construction, technology funding and teacher retirement.

The comprehensive enforcement project will utilize troopers, supervisors and motor carrier troopers. State police operational duties on other interstates, primary and secondary roads will not be affected during the operation.

[image: VSPA_BumperSticker copy]Since more troopers will be on the road during this traffic safety initiative, motorists are reminded of Virginia’s “Move Over” law. Established in 2002, the law requires as motorists approach emergency vehicles displaying red or blue lights to change lanes away from the vehicle, if safe to do so. If unable to change lanes, the driver should proceed with caution. In 2010, the Commonwealth amended the law to include tow trucks, motorist assist vehicles and highway maintenance vehicles with amber-colored flashing lights. Almost every state in the nation has a Move Over law.
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