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OPERATION AIR, LAND & SPEED ENFORCEMENT RESULTS

Interstates 81 & 95 Focus of Traffic Safety Campaign

RICHMOND - Operation Air, Land, and Speed returned to Interstates 81 & 95 yielding 2,412 summonses and arrests during the one day enforcement initiative which took place Saturday, June 23, 2012. The last time Operation Air, Land & Speed focused on both interstates was in May 2011 where 6,400 violations were cited by Virginia State Police.

The specialized enforcement yielded 1,073 violations along I-81, which stretches from the Tennessee border to West Virginia. Two drunk drivers were arrested and four drug/felony arrests were made by state police. Troopers stopped 692 speeders and cited 105 reckless drivers. In addition, there were 30 safety belt violations.

Along Interstate 95, which extends from the North Carolina border to Maryland, state police cited 1,339 violations. Two drunk drivers were arrested and eight drug/felony arrests were made. State police cited 487 drivers for speeding and issued summonses to 207 individuals for reckless driving. In addition, 61 safety belt violations were issued.

“Every year, hundreds of lives are lost in Virginia because of speed, alcohol, aggressive driving, or by an individual failing to wear a seatbelt,” said Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “Too many lives are put at risk because of irresponsible driving behavior. The intent of Operation Air, Land and Speed is to save lives and make our interstates safer through increased visibility and strict traffic enforcement. As we begin the summer driving season, we continue to urge all drivers to make safety a priority on the road.”
Funds generated from summonses issued by Virginia State Police go directly to court fees and the state’s Literary Fund, which benefits public school construction, technology funding and teacher retirement.

The comprehensive enforcement project utilizes troopers, supervisors and motor carrier troopers. State police operational duties on other interstates, primary and secondary roads are not affected during the operation. Funding for the enforcement initiative is provided through federal highway safety monies.
The June 2012 enforcement project is the 37th Operation Air, Land & Speed campaign. The traffic safety project was initiated in 2006 and strictly concentrates on interstate corridors across Virginia. 
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