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Media Release

News Release No. 10
For Immediate Release:  June 22, 2012
VIRGINIA STATE POLICE PROMOTES SUMMER TRAVEL SAFETY

THROUGH “OPERATION AIR, LAND & SPEED” ON INTERSTATES 81 & 95
RICHMOND - As the summer travel season kicks off, Virginia State Police will be saturating Interstates 95 and 81 Saturday, June 23, 2012, as part of “Operation Air, Land & Speed.” With traffic deaths on the rise this year, promoting and enforcing safe driving practices is of added importance for troopers statewide. Preliminary numbers indicate that as of Friday, June 22, 2012, 332 lives have been lost on Virginia’s highways, compared to 315 on the same date in 2011.

Operation Air, Land and Speed will concentrate on traffic safety enforcement along the entire lengths of Interstates 81 and 95. The enforcement effort will target all 177 miles of I-95 from border to border; and all 325 miles of I-81 from border to border. This is the first Operation Air, Land & Speed in 2012 and the first one held since last July. Since the traffic-safety campaign was initiated in 2006, Virginia troopers have issued 178,766 summonses and arrests on interstates across the Commonwealth.

The comprehensive enforcement project is aimed at preventing and reducing traffic crashes and deaths on Virginia’s interstates caused by impaired, reckless, distracted and/or speeding drivers. 

State police operational duties on other interstates, primary and secondary roads will not be affected during the operation. Funding for the enforcement initiative is provided through federal highway safety monies. 

Funds generated from summonses issued by Virginia State Police go directly to court fees and the state’s Literary Fund, which benefits public school construction, technology funding and teacher retirement.

With the increased presence of troopers on the interstates, motorists are reminded to comply with Virginia’s “Move Over” law. The state law requires drivers to change to another travel lane or, when not able to, to cautiously pass emergency personnel stopped on the side of the road.
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