Virginia State Police www.vsp.virginia.gov                                                          
Media Release






           

News Release No. 8
For Immediate Release: January 28, 2010 
INCOMING WINTER STORM REQUIRES NEED FOR DRIVERS 
TO MAKE SAFE & RESPONSIBLE DECISIONS
RICHMOND – With several inches of snow predicted for much of the Commonwealth this weekend, the Virginia State Police want to remind Virginians to make safe and responsible choices when making travel plans. Drivers are encouraged to check road conditions before heading out, especially as interstates and highways can quickly turn hazardous with the quick accumulation of snow.
“During Virginia’s major winter storm just before Christmas, State Police personnel statewide responded to more than 16,000 calls for service to include thousands of disabled vehicles,” said Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent. “Many of the disabled vehicles and fender-bender crashes could have been easily prevented had motorists planned accordingly and waited until the roadways were in better condition for travel.”

“No matter how experienced a driver might be, there are no guarantees when it comes to driving in snowy or icy conditions. Don’t put yourself or anyone else at risk. If you don’t need to be out on the road, then postpone travel plans until road conditions improve,” said Colonel Flaherty.
Here are a few travel tips to remember during a winter weather storm:

· Motorists should only call #77 and 911 for emergencies. Up-to-date road condition information is available by calling 511 or by visiting http://511virginia.org.
· If you must go out, be prepared: 

· You may be in your vehicle for several hours as traffic crashes and disabled vehicles can cause traffic congestion and possible delays on the roads. Be patient as emergency responders are answering numerous calls for assistance.
· Drivers and passengers should wear warm clothes and bring along extra gloves, a blanket and an ice scraper. Because of the inclement weather, it could be awhile before emergency responders can assist you, if your car becomes disabled or stranded. 
· Bring medications, a fully-charged cell phone, bottled water and a snack.
· Make sure your car has a full tank of gas, adequate tire tread, ample windshield washer fluid and working windshield wipers.
· When passing emergency service responder vehicles and personnel, state law requires drivers to change to another travel lane or, when unable to, to slow down and cautiously pass such personnel stopped on the side of a road.
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