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VIRGINIANS URGED TO PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM POSSIBLE 2010 CENSUS SCAMS
RICHMOND – As U.S. Census forms begin arriving in mailboxes across the Commonwealth, the Virginia State Police want to make sure Virginians protect themselves from potential census scams. 
Each U.S. citizen is required by federal law to comply and complete a U.S. Census form, which must then be returned via U.S. mail. If the form is not completed and returned, then an “official” census taker will be dispatched to that individual’s residence to collect the necessary census information. 
To protect one’s self from potential fraud or scams associated with the 2010 Census, the Virginia State Police offer the following tips on how to properly identify a legitimate census taker: 
· Census takers visiting your home will possess a special identification badge issued by the U.S. Census Bureau. Ask to see this badge if someone comes to your residence stating they are a census taker. If for any reason you are concerned about their identity, call the Regional Census Office for Virginia at (704) 936-5300.

· According to the U.S. Census Website, (http://2010.census.gov), a “census taker will never ask to enter your home.” Therefore, be wary of anyone who identifies himself/herself as a census taker and asks/insists on entering your residence in order to conduct an interview. Refuse that individual entry and call the Regional Census Office or police.

· Official census takers can only interview individuals 15 years or older. They are not permitted to interview anyone under 15 years of age for their answers. If your child has been approached by an adult claiming to be a census taker, ask your child fully about the encounter and notify police.
· Census takers will never ask for bank account or credit card numbers or information. Such information has nothing to do with the 2010 Census.

The U.S. Constitution requires that a census be conducted every 10 years in order to determine the number of seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives; as well as how much federal funding Virginia will receive for schools, hospitals, senior centers, bridges, tunnels, job training centers and emergency services.
Information collected by the census is protected by federal law. Private, personal information is never published in the final census report. The release of a person’s name, address, social security number or telephone number is prohibited by Title 13 of the U.S. Code, the Confidential Statistical Efficiency Act, and the Privacy Act. Additionally, the employees of the U.S. Census Bureau take the "oath of nondisclosure" and are sworn for life to protect the confidentially of the data they collect. 
For more information on the 2010 Census and privacy issues, go to http://2010.census.gov/2010census/privacy/index.php. 
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