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VIRGINIA STATE POLICE RESPOND TO 2,286 CALLS FOR SERVICE IN 
FIRST 22 HOURS OF WINTER STORM

Four VSP Troopers Experience Close Calls On Duty
RICHMOND – From 12:01 a.m. Friday (Feb. 5, 2010) through 10 p.m. Friday, Virginia State Police statewide have responded to 2,286 calls for service. Out of those calls for service, 1,076 have been for traffic crashes and an additional 766 for disabled vehicles. The seven Virginia State Police Emergency Communications Centers across the Commonwealth have also logged 1,918 calls from the public for information during the past 22 hours.
The majority of traffic crashes continue to be those involving damaged vehicles only. There also have been no additional reported traffic fatalities since Friday morning’s double fatal crash in Wythe County on Interstate 81. 

State police also continue to deal with trouble spots along Interstates 77 and 81, especially in Shenandoah and Rockingham counties. Motorists are still advised to postpone travel plans overnight and for Saturday as weather conditions deteriorate across the western and northern regions of the Commonwealth.
With 75 percent of the uniformed Virginia State Police workforce patrolling the Commonwealth, motorists are reminded to be on alert for emergency vehicles and personnel stopped out with crashes and disabled vehicles along the various roadways. On Friday, four Virginia State Police troopers were involved in traffic crashes. Fortunately none of the troopers was seriously injured. 

At 6:46 p.m., two Virginia State Police troopers were outside their vehicle investigating a traffic crash in the northbound lanes of Interstate 495 near Exit 54 for Braddock Road in Fairfax County, when the patrol car was struck by a vehicle that slid out of control. Neither trooper was injured. The patrol car suffered only minor damage.

At 7:22 p.m., a Virginia State Police trooper was investigating a traffic crash in the northbound lanes of Interstate 77 near the 56 milepost in Bland County. The trooper was seated inside the patrol vehicle when it was rear-ended by a tractor-trailer. The tractor-trailer then struck three other vehicles at the scene before coming to a stop. The trooper was transported to Wythe County Community Hospital for treatment of minor injuries. The northbound lanes of I-77 were reopened at 8:38 p.m. 
At approximately 7:26 p.m., a Virginia State Police trooper responding to a traffic crash struck a slick spot in the eastbound lanes of Interstate 495 near Exit 173 for Van Dorn in Fairfax County. The patrol car slid off the road and struck the Jersey wall. The trooper was transported to Fairfax Inova Hospital for treatment of minor injuries.
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