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State and local agencies work to assist stranded motorists

 

RICHMOND, VA – State and local agencies are working to help motorists who are stranded on roadways throughout the Commonwealth.  No one should drive unless absolutely necessary.  Many roads in the western part of the state are considered hazardous, and motorists are advised to stay off the roads if possible.  Snow removal efforts continue.

 

“As we continue to assist motorists who are stranded, I strongly urge everyone to stay at home and off the roads,” said Michel Cline, state coordinator for the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.  “There are hundreds of vehicles abandoned or stuck on roads.  There is already 1-2 feet of snow on the roads, and snow is still falling.”            

 

Stranded motorists should know that crews are working to get to them and to open roads as quickly as possible.  Stranded motorists who need assistance should call 911.  The Virginia National Guard and Virginia State Police are assisting local governments in the western part of the state to evacuate stranded motorists from their vehicles, take them to local shelters and refuel their vehicles.  Multiple incidents have caused traffic to shut down on U.S. Route 29 and Interstates 77 and 81.  The Virginia Department of Transportation reports that conditions on interstate, primary and secondary roads are moderate to severe.

 

Local shelters are hosting more than 500 people in the cities of Christiansburg and Norton and the counties of King and Queen, Nelson, Rockbridge, Russell, Tazewell, Wise and Wythe.  Shelters will provide food and water.

 

More than 29,000 customers in the Shenandoah Valley are without power.  Dominion and electrical power cooperatives are working to repair damage.  Residents can expect to experience further power outages as the storm continues.

 

In the eastern part of the state, high tides are forecast to be higher than usual, though not as high as they were during the recent nor’easter.  Residents in coastal areas should be prepared for potential flooding.

 

More information about the Commonwealth’s response efforts and important safety information are available at http://www.vaemergency.com. For the latest on road conditions or accident information, call 511 or visit http://511Virginia.org.  Motorists are urged to know road conditions before they decide to travel.

###

