COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
Office of the Governor
Timothy M. Kaine                                         FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Governor                                               August 26, 2009
Contact: Gordon Hickey                                                     Kim Thomas/VPSF
Phone:                   (804) 225-4260                                                    (804) 389-0314
Cell Phone:           (804) 291-8977 
Internet:                www.governor.virginia.gov                                www.vpsf.us
GOVERNOR KAINE ANNOUNCES 2008 PUBLIC SAFETY MEDAL OF VALOR AWARDS

~Two state troopers cited for actions above and beyond the call of duty to save a life ~

RICHMOND -- Governor Timothy M. Kaine today conferred the 2008 Medal of Valor Awards to Trooper Justin T. Mahalik and Trooper Kenneth J. Brown of the Virginia State Police. The Commonwealth Public Safety Medal of Valor Awards, given annually since 2002, are the highest honors for heroism conferred upon a public safety officer in Virginia. Governor Kaine presented the awards at today’s ceremony at the State Capitol.

            “Despite great personal risk, Trooper Mahalik and Trooper Brown displayed tremendous commitment to the safety of their fellow citizens,” Governor Kaine said. “I am proud to honor this year’s recipients, both of whom have displayed extraordinary service and courage. They are a credit to their profession and truly deserving of our gratitude.”

Trooper Mahalik was recognized for rescuing a passenger from his cruiser after it was engulfed in flames following a rear-end collision during a traffic stop on I-66 in Fairfax. Trooper Brown was recognized for his courageous rescue of a driver who suffered a diabetic seizure and crashed his vehicle on I-66.

 Honorees are chosen by the Medal of Valor Review Board, composed of a police officer, deputy sheriff, paid firefighter, volunteer firefighter, corrections officer, volunteer rescue squad member and one citizen member.

The Medal of Valor Review Board is assisted by the Virginia Public Safety Foundation, which provides financial support and administrative services to the Commonwealth Public Safety Medal of Valor program so there is no cost to the state. The Foundation’s primary mission is to provide assistance to the families of public safety officers killed or severely injured in the line of duty.  For more information, see www.vpsf.us
A brief summary follows of the incidents for which these officers were nominated.

COMMONWEALTH MEDAL OF VALOR RECIPIENTS

Trooper Justin T. Mahalik 

Virginia State Police

            On April 30, 2008, Trooper Justin T. Mahalik’s car was hit from behind during a traffic stop on I-66 in Fairfax County.  With broken bones, a spinal injury, and burned legs, Trooper Mahalik dragged his unconscious passenger to safety.  All the while his cruiser was being engulfed by flames and ammunition in the trunk was exploding.  

Trooper Kenneth J. Brown

Virginia State Police

            On May 7, 2008, Trooper Kenneth J. Brown responded to an accident on I-66 in Fairfax County. A driver of a minivan had a diabetic seizure and crashed his vehicle which erupted into smoke and flames.  Despite the heavy smoke, broken glass and fire, Trooper Brown was able to pull the driver from the vehicle to safety, while himself suffering smoke inhalation, cuts and abrasions, and a back strain.  Immediately after the driver was rescued, the vehicle was fully engulfed in flames. 
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