[image: image1.jpg]¢capff, BE READY.
e BE BUCKLED.



[image: image2.jpg]DRIVE SMART

b -




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:  Morgen McElroy
CELL:  804-338-3473 
EMAIL:  morgen.mcelroy@drivesmartva.org

No Belts Mean More Tickets—Virginia Tells Truckers Be Ready Be Buckled 
Safety Belt Use is Goal to Reduce Injuries and Fatalities

ASHLAND, VA, May 29 2009—Driving a commercial motor vehicle weighing ten times more than a four-wheeled car is a practiced skill, often challenging, and sometimes dangerous. So why aren’t more truckers buckling up? The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) reports that while safety belt use among truck drivers is improving, at 72%, it’s still below the national vehicle use rate of 83%.

That’s why the FMCSA, in partnership with the Virginia State Police and DRIVE SMART Virginia, has launched an intensive three-week long awareness campaign—Be Ready Be Buckled--aimed at improving seat belt usage rates amongst truck drivers on I-95. Scheduled to run in conjunction with the national Click It or Ticket mobilization, organizers will leverage the existing Click It communication and enforcement activities with specially targeted CMV messaging. Activities include CB message alerts, signage, and outreach activities at truck stops and rest areas. 

“We know that Click It or Ticket delivers a strong and well known message to all drivers,” stated Janet Brooking, Executive Director of DRIVE SMART Virginia. “Our goal is to take this message to the next level for CMV drivers and remind them how important it is for them to buckle up and drive safely.”

Be Ready Be Buckled encourages truck drivers to buckle up for their safety as well as for the safety of others. With statistics showing that 75% of those killed in multiple vehicle truck crashes were occupants of the other vehicle, the need for education and an action-oriented project became clear. 
In 2005 and 2007, DRIVE SMART conducted similar and successful initiatives that resulted in a nearly 20% increase in safety belt usage among truck drivers. 
“We’d like to improve those numbers this year,” says Craig Feister, Division Administrator for the FMCSA. “Regular use of seat belts clearly saves lives, unfortunately, too many CMV drivers still need a reminder that wearing a seat belt is the absolute best way to protect themselves in a crash—a rule that really applies to all drivers. The message of Be Ready Be Buckled is to be ready for anything: unsafe drivers on the road, crashes, and law enforcement who will enforce Virginia’s safety belt law.”

“In law enforcement, we see first hand how quickly a life can be taken due to the choice drivers make to not buckle up. That’s why it is our goal to have total compliance of seat belt usage statutes among our commercial vehicle drivers,” noted Virginia State Police Superintendent Colonel W. Steven Flaherty.  “Buckling up continues to be one of the best and easiest means in protecting one’s self from serious injury or death in a traffic crash.”

About DRIVE SMART Virginia
DRIVE SMART Virginia is 501-c3 nonprofit entirely dedicated to making Virginia’s roadways the safest in the nation. Founded by automobile insurance companies that represent more than 85% of the driving insured on our roads, DSV is a formidable presence in the homes and businesses of our Virginia citizens. For more information, visit www.drivesmartva.org. 

