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North Carolina Terrorist Suspects Moved to Virginia Jail

Six of the seven North Carolina men accused in a federal terrorism case have been transferred to a jail in Virginia.  Federal authorities said the six are now being held at a jail in Farmville, VA. A U.S. Magistrate Judge ordered the six remain in custody until trial, saying they are a flight risk and a danger.  The seventh suspect is still being held in Wake County, North Carolina.

Source: Associated Press
Man Accused of Defacing Norfolk Places of Worship

A Waynesboro man faces charges of defacing several places of worship in Norfolk with stickers containing anti-Semitic, anti-gay, and racist messages. Norfolk police said Monday the 29-year-old man is scheduled to appear in court in September. The suspect is charged with conspiring to commit a felony and injuries to church with the intent to instill fear or intimidation because of religion and/or ethnic origin. The suspect was arrested July 9 but the arrest was not announced until Monday. The suspect is affiliated with Volksfront, a white supremacist organization. Several synagogues and other places of worship were defaced in April. Other suspects are also being sought.

Source:  Daily Press
New Video Released from al-Qa’ida Second in Command

The NEFA Foundation has obtained and translated a new video interview of al-Qa’ida Deputy Commander Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri produced by al-Qa’ida's As-Sahab Media Foundation. During the interview, al-Zawahiri strongly criticized Iran, noting, "Iran had her image scandalized in front of the entire world, and it has become clear that it is... ready to sell out the Muslims to the invading crusaders and assist them against the Muslims." Al-Zawahiri also attacked President Barack Obama and his continued policy of drone strikes in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Source: NEFA Foundation
Hate Crime Laws

With economic troubles pushing more people onto the streets in the last few years, law enforcement officials and researchers are seeing a surge in unprovoked attacks against the homeless, and a number of states are considering legislation to treat such assaults as hate crimes. This October, Maryland will become the first state to expand its hate-crime law to add stiffer penalties for attacks on the homeless. At least five other states are pondering similar steps, the District of Columbia approved such a measure this week, and a like bill was introduced last week in Congress. A report due out this weekend from the National Coalition for the Homeless documents a rise in violence over the last decade, with at least 880 unprovoked attacks against the homeless at the hands of non-homeless people, including 244 fatalities. Sometimes, researchers say, one homeless person attacks another in turf battles or other disputes. But more often, they say, the assailants are outsiders: men or in most cases teenage boys who punch, kick, shoot or set afire people living on the streets, frequently killing them, simply for the sport of it, their victims all but invisible to society. Further, in the last several years the Internet has seen a proliferation of “bum fight” videos, shot by young men and boys who are seen beating the homeless or who pay transients a few dollars to fight each other.

Source: NY Times
The Changing Language on Terrorism and the Challenges Ahead

The U.S. government plans to fundamentally redefine the struggle against terrorism, replacing the "war on terror" with a campaign combining all facets of national power to defeat the enemy. The United States will maintain unrelenting pressure on terrorist havens, including those near the Afghan-Pakistani border, in Yemen and in Somalia. In addition, the coupling of military strikes that have depleted al-Qa’ida's middle ranks with more sustained use of economic, diplomatic and cultural levers can diminish Islamist radicalization.  Even as the Obama administration softens U.S. rhetoric, it continues a controversial policy of attacking suspected al-Qa’ida and Taliban safe houses inside Pakistan's autonomous tribal region. A missile apparently launched by CIA Predator drone struck a house in Pakistan on Wednesday, killing a woman identified as the wife of Baitullah Mehsud, a Taliban commander linked to the assassination of former Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. Unmanned drones have struck targets in Pakistan at least 31 times this year, killing more than 360 people. Such attacks are opposed by some prominent Defense officials who say the strikes are counterproductive because they fuel anti-Western sentiment in Pakistan. 

Source: Washington Post
Gangs in Culpeper
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A brawl in Culpeper last week, which police say involved members of the Bloods and Crips, has resurrected debate about the level of local gang activity. Some think it is a joke to claim a national gang presence in small-town Culpeper. Others say it is foolish to deny its existence, especially considering the town’s proximity to Washington, D.C. Local and state experts say the fact of the matter is this: When a community grows as rapidly as Culpeper did in the past decade, things change and new criminal elements are introduced. They warn that if gang activity is not a major problem in Culpeper now, it could become one if left unchecked. The Culpeper Police Chief says that many alleged gang members are self-proclaimed and wear their colors. This indicates to the police that they are gang members, or least they want people to think they are. Local gangs or groups of people who hang together for the purpose of committing crimes could decide to affiliate themselves with a national gang to get more “street cred.” The Culpeper Chief believes that gangs, as described above, comprise “a small criminal element” in Culpeper.  The County Commonwealth’s Attorney said assaults, destruction of property, vandalism, robbery and assaults by mob are the most common crimes perpetuated by local gangs.

Source: Star Exponent
Reston Man Faces 95 Years in Prison for Gang Violence

A U.S. District Court jury found two members of the gang Mara Salvatrucha, also known as MS-13, guilty of attempting to murder rival gang members on October 6, 2008, in a neighborhood park in Reston.  The two subjects, one an eighteen-year-old of Reston, and the second a 33 year-old of Landover, MD, sought out members of the rival 18th Street and Crips gangs as retribution for an earlier assault.  The teenager is scheduled to be sentenced in October and faces a sentence of up to 95 years.  At a Reston residential park, the gang members shot at three victims six times with a revolver, critically wounding two victims and piercing the jacket of a third victim who ran away. A federal jury in Alexandria convicted both gang members of attempted murder in the aid of racketeering, conspiracy to commit murder in aid of racketeering, conspiracy to commit assault with a dangerous weapon in aid of racketeering, assault with a dangerous weapon in aid of racketeering and use and discharge of a firearm during a crime of violence. The Fairfax County Police Department and Northern Virginia Regional Gang Task Force investigated the case with the FBI’s Washington and Richmond field offices and the Chesterfield County Police.

Source: Fairfax Times
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