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Court Upholds Searches of Muslim Groups in Virginia

An appeals court has upheld the legality of federal raids on a Herndon-based network of Muslim charities, businesses, and think tanks, a case that caused a firestorm in the Muslim community.  The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit said the March 2002 raids on homes and business in Herndon and elsewhere in Northern Virginia were "a harrowing experience" for the targets but did not violate their constitutional rights.  The court said agents exercised "lawful force" in drawing their guns and handcuffing a family whose home was searched.  Federal agents carted away hundreds of boxes of documents during the searches from some of the most established Islamic organizations in the U.S.  They were looking for evidence of an international network to finance terrorism, part of what federal officials have called the nation's largest terrorism-financing investigation. 

Source: Washington Post
Seven Plead Guilty to Funding Terrorism

Seven individuals, including one Virginia resident, pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court in California to federal charges of providing material support to a foreign terrorist organization.  The seven allegedly raised funds for the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK), an Iranian-dissident group that was designated as a foreign terrorist organization by the United States in 1997.  The defendants allegedly raised several hundred thousand dollars between the late 1990s and 2001. The money was transferred to the MEK for humanitarian purposes, but the fundraising took place after the MEK had been designated a terrorist group.  Each is charged with one count of conspiracy to provide material support and one count of actually providing support to the group. The defendants signed a plea agreement to dismiss over 100 other charges against them.  Each individual faces up to 20 years in prison.

Source: Santa Monica Daily Press
Pentagon Wants to Beef up for Cyber Warfare

Cyber espionage and attacks from well-funded nations or terror groups are the biggest threats to the military's computer networks. The head of the U.S. Strategic Command worries that foes will learn to disable or distort battlefield communications. Even as the Pentagon improves its network defenses against hackers, more people, training, and resources are needed to hone offensive cyber war capacity. Unclassified networks are probed thousands of times a day, as hackers try to steal information on military programs or planning.  There have been no major attacks against the military's networks, only intrusions or efforts to steal data.  Pentagon plans for a new command are a response to concerns that the offensive and defensive cyber operations are currently separate, and not as coordinated as they should be. Two to four thousand more workers are needed over the next five years to provide the expertise necessary for both offensive and defensive cyber operations. 

Source:  Washington Post 

Meth Epidemic Prompts Calls for Federal Aid in Galax

Local law enforcement officials in southwest Virginia are trying to draw more federal attention to ongoing troubles with methamphetamine and the Mexican drug cartels blamed for running the drug into the region.  Investigators call Galax a regional hub in a drug pipeline extending back to Greensboro, North Carolina; Atlanta; and the Texas-Mexico border.  Last month, the city joined neighboring Grayson County in a bid for about $300,000 in federal stimulus money to use in drug-fighting efforts.  That followed talks about gaining federal designation as a High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA), a step that would unlock more government aid.

The U.S. Justice Department lists Galax as one of three Virginia localities with a known cartel presence, along with Richmond and Arlington.  The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration's resident agent in charge in the Western District of Virginia said federal agents have worked with a regional drug task force since 2003 on an investigation of cartel-linked drug distribution in and around Galax.  It's the type of enforcement that local officials want to see ramped up—so far in that case, 69 people have been arrested, most on charges tied to meth distribution. 

Source:  The Roanoke Times
Flaws Detected in Terror List Could Pose Risk to National Security

Nearly 24,000 people have been incorrectly kept on the terrorist watch list on the basis of outdated or sometimes irrelevant information, while people with genuine ties to terrorism have been left off the list, according to a Justice Department report.  The report said the mistakes posed a risk to national security because of the failure to flag actual terrorism suspects. It also causes an unnecessary nuisance for non-suspects who may be questioned at traffic stops or kept from boarding airplanes. By the beginning of 2009, the watch list included approximately 400,000 people, recorded as 1.1 million names and aliases- an exponential growth from the days before the attacks of September 11, 2001.

Source: New York Times
Newly Revamped Taskforce Targets Gangs

Having thwarted a methamphetamine problem threatening the Middle Peninsula earlier this decade, public safety officials have a new target: street gangs. Gloucester County's methamphetamine task force has changed its name to the Gloucester Task Force on Community Concerns and shifted its focus to thwart street gangs.  While not as pervasive or dangerous as their counterparts in more populated Hampton Roads communities, gangs pose risks to Gloucester County and beyond.  The task force is lobbying for a federal grant to create a full-time gang police officer who would patrol Gloucester, Mathews and Middlesex counties.  It also is planning a regional education campaign that will start with elected officials and work its way to the public.

Source:  Daily Press
Six Charged In Slaying Connected To Gang

Six suspected gang members, including one who recently escaped a Salvadoran prison and fled to Maryland, were taken into custody earlier this week in connection with the slaying of a 15-year-old who was stabbed approximately 72 times and thrown into a Gaithersburg, Maryland creek five months ago. The six suspects, one of which is a resident of Reston, Virginia, are members of the 18th Street gang or are associated with the gang.  On January 18, at least four of them went looking for a member of rival gang Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) to harm.  They spotted the victim at a bus stop and dragged him into the back seat of a vehicle.  At least one of the suspects began stabbing the victim on the way to the park. Immediately after the stabbing, one of the suspects went to a grocery store to buy a celebratory beer. The suspect then returned a knife used in the killing to his kitchen, and he and his roommate later used it to prepare food, according to the documents. 

Source:  Washington Post
Marijuana Grow Warning Issued by Forest Service

The U.S. Forest Service is cautioning summer hikers to be wary of illegal marijuana grows on National Forest land.  With growing season underway, the risks are higher than ever, according to law enforcement officials.  Often managed by large drug cartels, the more sophisticated pot grows may be protected by armed sentries, who will try to threaten or even harm those who stumble upon them.  Hikers should be on the lookout for hoses or drip lines and any sign of human habitation in a remote area where you wouldn't expect it. Those who do stumble onto a marijuana grow may already be under surveillance by sentries who monitor their activities.  In one recent incident in the Los Padres National Forest, armed men chased after two hikers who had wandered into a growing area. The hikers managed to elude their followers and get away safely.
Source:  First Coast News
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