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Right-Wing Extremists Seen Presenting Threat

Even before the fatal shooting of a security guard purportedly by a white supremacist at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, right-wing extremists have come under increased scrutiny.  In April, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) published a report that warned of disgruntled war veterans getting involved with radical right-wing groups, and in 2006, the Anti-Defamation League reported an increase in racist skinhead groups. Earlier this year, the Southern Poverty Law Center indicated a 54 percent increase in so-called "hate groups" from 2000 to 2008.  A retired FBI agent who worked on terrorism cases, said recent acts of violence by right-wing extremists, such as the killing of a Kansas abortion doctor, comes after a years-long lull in similar cases, including the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.  "I would expect based on their sentiments that [President] Obama's election would probably contribute to a bit of that," he said. 

Source: Washington Times
CAIR Served in Fraud and Racketeering Lawsuit

According to a complaint filed by former Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) clients, the National Director was directly involved in the fraud and cover-up and apparently resigned from CAIR sometime after the fraudulent scheme was fully underway and moved back to California. The federal racketeering lawsuit was filed in November 2008 in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia by four former CAIR clients. The complaint alleges criminal fraud and racketeering against CAIR, a self-described Muslim public interest civil rights law firm. The lawsuit also names CAIR's national leadership, including their National Director, as individual defendants.  The complaint identifies CAIR as a racketeering enterprise under the federal Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO), which is a criminal racketeering statute that allows victims to sue the defendants in civil court. In addition to damages, the plaintiffs are seeking injunctive relief under this and other statutes to shut down CAIR and to prevent the individual defendants from engaging in public interest legal work in the future.
Source: Reuters
Former U.S. Security Chief Warns on Hizballah Threat

Hizballah could surpass al-Qa’ida as the most serious long-term threat to the U.S.; the former head of DHS Michael Chertoff is to warn in a book published later this year. Chertoff alleges Hizballah is better equipped, better trained, and better politically positioned than Osama bin Laden's al-Qa’ida. Chertoff argues Hizballah poses a growing threat in the Western Hemisphere, despite limited attacks on U.S. targets. He has noted that the group has developed a presence in South America and that they have carried out bombings of Jewish and Israeli targets in Buenos Aires. These acts, Chertoff claims, underscore their presence in the hemisphere, notably the tri-border areas at the margins of Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay.

Source: AFP
Militants, 'Hacktivists' Exploit Web, Eye Recruits

Terrorist groups that have long used the Internet to spread propaganda are increasingly tapping the Web to teach Islamic extremists how to be hackers, recruit techies for cyber warfare, and raise money through online fraud. A senior defense official said intelligence reports indicate extremist groups are seeking computer experts, including those capable of breaching government or other sensitive network systems.  The official said the extent and success of those recruiting efforts are unclear; however, jihadists' interest in hacking is evident in forums across the Internet. Law enforcement officials say terrorists are branching out into Internet fraud to raise money for their operations.  One Internet forum, the Mujahedeen Electronic Net, offers hacking instructions in a number of postings. A lengthy posting markets a weekly course and limits it to regular contributors to the Website who confirm they are committed to Islam. The author of the offer claims the course will be taught by "experts in the electronic jihad," according to a translation of the posting.  Terrorist groups lack the skills to match the abilities of sophisticated governments such as the U.S., China, and Russia in launching widespread Web attacks, but they could hire someone who does, assistant deputy director of cyber issues for the Obama administration's director of national intelligence, recently told a technology conference.  Reaching out to hackers with equipment and expertise could enable those groups to transmit viruses or worms to take over computers and direct them to send spam, carry out identity-theft or take down Websites.  Some officials contend that extremists don't have to take down a critical network or system to have an impact. Even the ability to penetrate and deface a well-trafficked Website could shake public confidence in the government.

Source: Associated Press
Gangs Flourish in Suburbs
Born of a sports rivalry, two groups developed into what Anne Arundel County (MD) police are calling dangerous gangs. A resulting conflict left a 14-year-old dead. Days later, the home of someone erroneously believed to have been involved in the death was firebombed.  Experts say gang activity in suburban and more affluent communities, prevalent since the early 1990s, is expected to peak in coming years as the population of the most susceptible youths, ages 14 to 17, booms.   The development of suburban gangs poses a challenge to law enforcement, schools, and parents. Tackling the problem has been complicated by classroom privacy laws, and by the difficulty in figuring out whether a group of teens who give themselves a name will blossom into a dangerous organization or will dissipate in a few months or years, as they often do.

Source: The Baltimore Sun 

Mexican Mafia Allegedly Ordered Hit After Baby Was Killed 

A stray bullet from a gang member's gun struck a 3-week-old in the heart and killed him in 2007.  Members of the Mexican Mafia, the notorious prison-based organization that authorities say controls Latino street gangs, demanded that those responsible be killed, according to an indictment unsealed in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles.   The edict, known as a "green light," was aimed at members of the 18th Street gang, who were thought to have killed the baby during a botched attack on a street vendor who'd refused to pay "rent" to conduct business in the gang's territory near MacArthur Park.  Hoping to avoid the Mexican Mafia's wrath, the 18th Streeters allegedly decided to take care of the problem themselves. In the days after the baby’s slaying, two gang members lured the shooter to Mexico under the false pretense that he was being hidden from police investigating the murder, the indictment states. Once there, they attempted to strangle him and left him for dead on the side of a road.

Source: LA Times 
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