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Norfolk Synagogues Marred by Anti-Semitic Messages

Several Synagogues and streets in Norfolk, VA, were recently vandalized with anti-Semitic and racially inflammatory messages. At least one anti-gay message was also reported. The vandalism occurred in at least five locations in the Ghent neighborhood and on Granby Street. Police did not identify which Synagogues were defaced, nor did they release the content of the messages. Investigators speculated the activity could be linked to the April 20th birth date of Adolph Hitler. Source:  Virginian Pilot 

FBI’s Newest Most Wanted Terrorist is American

For the first time, a domestic terror suspect has been added to the FBI Most Wanted Terrorist List. Daniel Andreas San Diego, a 31-year-old IT worker from Berkeley, CA is wanted by Federal authorities for the 2003 bombings of the offices of Chiron Corp, a Bio-tech firm, and Shaklee Corp, a nutrition and cosmetics company. San Diego is an Animal Rights extremist who has numerous tattoos of burning buildings along with the proclamation “it only takes a spark” on his body. San Diego is alleged to have fled the country and may be living in Costa Rica. A $250,000 reward is being offered for information leading to his capture. The only other American on the list is Adam Yahiye Gadahn, who is wanted for his work overseas for Al-Qa’ida. 
Source:  AP
Somali Extremists Have al-Qa’ida Ties

 Since Ethiopian troops withdrew from Somalia last year, the group Al-Shabaab has taken control of major towns inland and along the coast. Once acting solely as the military wing of the Islamic Courts Union, the newly invigorated Al-Shabaab aims to create a Taliban-style regime in Somalia. As part of their expanding activities, the group has reportedly entered into financial arrangements with pirates operating from the Somali ports. Veteran al-Qa’ida fighters have been documented in the ranks of Al-Shabaab, and have assisted in the training of Al-Shabaab members. Usama bin Laden has described the group as “one of the most important armies on the Mujahid Islamic Battalion.” This development is important because of linkages from the group to Somali immigrant communities across the West. An Al-Shabaab member killed in a suicide attack in Somalia was an American from Minnesota. In addition, several terror attacks in Yemen, including the September 17, 2008 attack on the American embassy, were conducted by Somali trained al-Qa’ida operatives. As al-Shabaab expands its land holdings, radical jihadists are rapidly developing a secure location from which to operate in a manner not seen since the Taliban control of Afghanistan. 
Source:  The Wall Street Journal
Al-Qa’ida Deputy Zawahiri Says Muslims Not Convinced by Barack Obama

In a new video statement, Ayman al-Zawahiri, al-Qa’ida’s deputy leader, accused the United States of continuing to attack and kill Muslims around the world. He further stated that the election of Barack Obama does nothing to sway Muslims away from the established image of the United States as an enemy of Islam and the oppressed. Al-Zawahiri made reference to escalating the struggle against America, and implied that America is only attempting to fool the Islamic world with the new administration. He ended by claiming the West will be defeated as the Soviets were in the 1980’s.
Source: UK Telegraph

Control Of Cybersecurity Becomes Divisive Issue

Some officials have expressed concern that the National Security Agency (NSA) is obtaining too much control over government computer networks as the head agency over cybersecurity programs. The Obama administration is set to complete an internal report detailing the state of the program. Some feel an intelligence arm could threaten American civil liberties if given too much control over the domestic computer infrastructure of the government. Agency proponents, however, argue the NSA is uniquely qualified to take on the job of central cybersecurity since the skill set and expertise of its employees in this area are far beyond any other. The issue of cybersecurity has become a major factor in homeland security matters as a range of adversaries including terrorist groups could cause havoc with cyber strikes against vulnurabilities in American networks.

Source : New York Times
Judge Hands Down Key Ruling in Murder Trial

A judge in Harrisonburg, VA has denied a defense request to show photographs of Reginald “Shay” Nicholson, a murder victim, making hand signs attributed to the Nine Trey Bloods Street Gang. The suspect has been charged with first-degree murder for shooting Nicholson in the back of the head after a party in Harrisonburg. According to police testimony, Nicholson was flashing Bloods hand signs in the photographs, but he had never been previously identified as a gang member. The testimony went on to say Nicholson had some family members who were affiliated with local gangs. 
Source: Daily News Record
Hampton and Newport News Anti-Gang Initiative Nets More Arrests

Hampton and Newport News Police have arrested 13 members of the Bloods street gang, bringing more than 100 charges, including three homicides. The arrests come as part of a joint operation with the local departments and State and Federal agents targeting the 36th Street Bang Squad. This operation comes only a month after federal prosecutors announced indictments against 10 persons who were members of the “Dump Squad,” “Bang Gang,” and/or “Slump Mobb.” The 36th Street Bang Squad gained attention last year when police investigated the shooting death of a 14-year-old in Hampton. Police still have not made a determination on whether the death will be considered an accident or a homicide.

Source: Daily Press
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